
Advanced Placement Senior Social Sciences Summer Assignment 
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kruppj2@collierschools.com 
 

 The following two assignments are for the courses of Advanced Placement United States 
Government and Politics.  This class will be in your second semester of your senior year at Golden Gate 
High School.  Your first semester will be Honors Econ with Financial Literacy.  However, you are still 
required to complete your summer assignment by Friday August 19th 2016! 

 
AP United States Government and Politics Summer Assignment 

Constitutional Underpinnings of American Government 
Analytical Essay 

 
For your summer assignment you are to research certain enlightenment philosophers and take your 
understanding of the Philosophies and integrate it into an analytical essay concerning the roots of 
American government. The focus for this essay is: 

How did the works of the philosophers Locke, Montesquieu, Voltaire, and Rousseau heavily influence 
the writing Declaration of Independence and Constitution serving as the philosophical underpinnings of 

what would become government of the United States of America? 

In this essay, you are to draw from specific parts of each philosopher’s writings and connect them to 
various aspects of American government. 

In other words, how can you trace the language and scope of the Declaration of Independence and the 
United States Constitution back to the enlightenment philosophies of Locke, Montesquieu, Rousseau, 
and Voltaire?   

Minimum Requirements 

• 4-5 double-spaced pages 
 

• Times New Roman 12 pitch font 
 

• One-inch margins on all sides 
 

• Simply your name and assignment title (AP Government Summer Assignment) in the top left-
hand corner 
 

• Proper citations and a works cited listed in MLA format if you use any outside interpretive 
sources, including information from your research on historical context.  
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AP United States Government and Politics Summer Assignment 
Constitutional Amendments Assignment 

 
 

-Identify the 27 Amendments to the constitution making Cornell Notes or Flash Cards… or any way you can 
find a way to remember.  If you want to make a Kahoot or quizlet… feel free.   

-Create an intuitive way to remember each amendment personally ( IE. What does it mean compared to its 
wording in the Constitution.) 

-Identify 10 Supreme Court Cases that back up the Amendments. Explain how the ruling applied to the 
rights identified by the amendment.   

For Example: 

Amendment 1- Freedom of Religion- Engel v. Vitale- ruled it is unconstitutional for state officials to 
compose an official school prayer and encourage its recitation in public schools. 
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